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	Railway 1          Indoor Report                                By Jonty                                                         


Railway 2 Glenanne 1

Railway travelled out to the impressive Gormanston College on Saturday for the indoor play off group.  First up was a dogged Glenanne team, strong in defence and quick on the break.  Railway welcomed Cathy McKean as a guest and she was first to get herself on the scoresheet after 6 minutes.  Glenanne equalised in the 2nd half from a penalty stroke, but their lead was short lived.  Following good work by Kate McKenna, Cecelia Joyce put Railway ahead again 2 minutes later through a well taken penalty corner.  Glenanne worked hard for the equaliser but Railway held on to win.

Railway 3 Ulster Elks 1

Next up was Ulster Elks from Jordanstown.  Elks and Glenanne had drawn earlier so we knew we had qualified for the semis with our earlier win but if we beat Elks by more than 1 goal Glenanne would also go through.  Coach Kenny had to go to Irish training so Mark English deputised with the white board.  Elks were 1 up after 30 seconds but before long Railway were back in their rhythm with Isobel Joyce and then Kate Dillon scoring for Railway to take the lead.  The Railway lead was maintained when Rachel Barnett saved an Elks' stroke.  Emer Lucey, arriving for the 2nd game following a bridesmaid's fitting, added a third goal from a well taken corner, much to the delight of the Glenanne team who were supporting us!  Railway ran out 3-1 winners and so had a semi-final date with Ards on Sunday.  Railway men also got through their group to the semi-finals.

National Indoor Trophy Semi Final:  Railway 2 Ards 3 
On Sunday it was off to the National Basketball Arena in Tallaght for the semi-finals.  The men had lost earlier by a golden goal to Three Rock Rovers so we were hoping that we could ensure that at least there was one Railway team in the final.  The squad was down to 8 as Eimear Dolan was unavailable due to work and Holly Jenkinson was heavily strapped with a knee injury and could only play a very limited role. After a tentative start Ards opened the scoring, with Sinead Dooley equalising soon afterwards by finishing off a good move.  However, Ards took the lead again just before half time from their first penalty corner.  Railway equalised soon after the break with a trade mark Kate Dillon corner flick.  Railway had the opportunity to go ahead when they were awarded a penalty stroke after an Ards defender saved a goal with her head (she was ok afterwards!) but the stroke was saved.  Shortly afterwards, following an umpires' consultation, Ards were awarded a stroke which they scored.  With 10 minutes remaining Railway worked hard for the equaliser, winning a number of corners and having a goal disallowed - but it was not to be.  Thanks to Kenny for coaching, Mark for helping out, Fiona for strapping, Tristan for videoing and all those who turned out to support.
	Railway 3 v Naas (2-1 win)                    By Heather Hastings


A great team performance against Naas! Saturday’s game proved to be both an exciting and tense match. Naas put up a great fight and had a particularly solid back line. It was a fast paced game but we really seemed to have our heads in the game and made some great passes. We started the second half well and then after about four short corners in a row Louise scored a cracker from the top of the D! However Naas soon profited from a defensive mishap which resulted in a short corner. They converted with a strike at the bottom right corner. Railway’s second goal was from open play. Aoife snatched the late winner for us with the jammiest goal I have ever witnessed. Fiona sent a ball in from the 25 which deflected off a Naas stick outside the circle then somehow found Aoife’s stick for a deflection on the post (which I don’t think she was even looking for!) oh and there was only 35 seconds on the left on the clock!! A fight to the bitter end and super effort from everyone. Player of the match was Marie Spillane she played an absolute blinder. Thanks to Rob Devlin for umpiring and travelling to Naas.

	Railway 4 


Sat 14th - Our Lady’s (0-2)
On a crisp Saturday morning the 4's met to take on OL’s. The game started with OL’s taking control and making a series of attacks on our goal but our defence managed to keep them at bay for the first 20 minutes. However OL’s got what they were chasing and scored a goal from open play. OL’s 2nd goal came 5 minutes before the end of the first half from a short corner. The second half started on a much better foot for us (maybe it was from the added side line support from the 5's?) and we were camped out in their half for most of it. Unfortunately we couldn't manage to turn that possession into goals but we were happy with a much better performance. It finished 0-2 but there were lots of positives we took from the second half. Big thank you to all those that came down to support us, especially the 5's!!

Sun 15th–Pembroke (Cup) (0-0 AET Pembroke win strokes)
The 4s played their rescheduled cup match vs. Pembroke. From the start it was a very fast paced game, and we were determined not to draw against them as we have done in twice previously. As always, we had very strong defence out on the pitch and we didn’t let Pembroke have any chances. We were in their half of the pitch for most of it but we just couldn’t get a goal in. Ruth was straight out to defend out Short Corners and Nikki did some brilliant saves for us but ended up on the floor quite a bit in her effort! Everybody played out of their skins and were constantly fighting back. No score by the final whistle so it went to extra time, Golden Goal Rule. Pembroke got a goal, but luckily it was from outside of the D so it didn’t count. Nil all by the end of extra time so it went to flicks. It went to Sudden Death after the first round and we unfortunately lost. A disappointing way to go but we all played the best we have yet.

	Railway 5 v Corinthians (4-1win)


It was absolutely freezing when we arrived up to Corinthians on Saturday afternoon. A slight mishap with directions meant that a brave Ruth Anne agreed to be a temporary goalie until our Jane arrived. This meant a very tense and nervous start to the match, Corinthians got a few breaks but Railway defended strong and luckily Jane come on ready to go and made a terrific save not long into the first half. This gave confidence to the rest of the team and saw some great breaks from the forwards. Sure enough, hard work paid off and Jenny scored a goal with ease. She followed this up quickly with another great goal. This is not to say it was easy for our defenders who worked hard to make sure that Corinthians never got close to scoring - it could be argued that Ruth Anne managed to take out their subs bench but we will leave that for another day!! The second half started with great momentum and saw Steph get a goal early on, however Corinthians made some great saves. Corinthians kept attacking and Jenny and Eimear did some great attacking runs in return, however Corinthians hard work paid off and they got a goal with about 10 minutes to go. Maura responded with another great goal. Overall a great team performance, with everyone playing fantastic.
	Railway 6 


Sat 14th – YMCA – Cup (2-3)
6s turned up hopeful on Saturday for the quarter finals of our cup match. A lunch time start meant we were all well rested with a good breakfast (sausages & rashers for some...). Mary gave us the inside track on YM having played them with her old team Botanic last season. It was going to be tough. Play got off to a brusque start, YM were clearly on top of their fitness. Fortunately 6s have consistently the best turnout at fitness on Mondays and we needed every ounce of it on the pitch. We quickly realised this YM team weren't as good as we had feared although play was fast and we were doing our best to keep up. Two well executed strikes put YM 2-0 up at half time despite goalie Claire’s best efforts. A pep talk from Emma at half time and we were dying to get back out and even up the scoreline. YM relaxed for the second half and we intensified our efforts. We didn't have to wait long for Kate Farrelly to make her way into the circle, there was no way she was leaving the circle without a goal or a short! Practicing the 'trailer park' moves we learnt on Wednesday, she ducked her way around a few YM defenders to slot one home past the goalie. Panic set in amongst the YM side but we were more enthusiastic than ever. They made a break for it and got a third goal much to our disappointment. Within minutes, a lovely reverse hit from Anna found the end of Alison’s stick from her perfect position on the post and we were two goals to their three! Unfortunately the whistle came about ten minutes too early - we were certain we could've equalised with the effort we were putting in. Although we were disappointed, we played some great hockey and held our own against a team currently 2nd in the Division above ours. A performance to be proud of! Thanks to Karen Clarke for umpiring
Sun 15th – Newbridge (2-1 win)
Thank you to Dave for umpiring & Anna for doing the sidelines
	Upcoming Fixtures


Thursday 19th Jan:

1s v Loreto @ 8.30pm, away - League

Saturday 21st Jan:

1s v Old Alex @ 3pm, away - League (water base pitch) 
2s v Corinthians @ 3.45pm, away - League 

3s v Westin @ 2.30pm, home - League 

4s - Free Weekend 

5s v Our Lady's @ 9.30am, home - Cup 

6s v Old Alex @ 2.30pm, away - League (sand based pitch)
	Top Scorer and Goalie Cleansheets


	Goalscorers
	# Goals
	Clean Sheets
	# Games

	Jenny Ingram
	12
	Grace O’ Flanagan
	7

	Jean McDonnell
	8
	Helen Roche
	3

	Aoife McCarthy
	6
	Jane Dalton
	3

	Kate McKenna
	5
	Rachel Barnett
	3

	Sinead Dooley
	5
	Nikki Wan
	3

	Steph Gowan
	5
	
	


	Diary



**SAVE THE DATE** Railway 6s are having their fundraiser on the 15th of February - a table quiz in McSorleys. Keep an eye out for further details!!!
	Keeping Track


Overheard in Railway: 

Sarah Walsh “Would anybody like some sweet potato fries?”

Carina Davidson “How do they make them sweet?  Do they deep fry them in sugar?”

Sinéad at the 5s match... “we need to practice playing hockey and looking up at the same time. You don't always need to look at what you're doing. Like driving...you don't always need to watch what you're doing when you're driving.”
Meadhbh at training... *deadly serious* 'Do YOU know your Mighty Ducks V formation position??'
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