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	Railway  2  


Congratulations Ladies 2nds!!!
Champions of Division 2 - A fantastic achievement, well done to all players and coaches involved in the team!
***********
IRISH JUNIOR CUP FINAL
Everyone at Railway Union Ladies Hockey Club would like to wish the 2nd XI squad the VERY VERY BEST OF LUCK this Saturday 9th April when Railway 2s take on Lisnagarvey 2s at the National Stadium in UCD!!!!

All support on the day will be really appreciated by the 2nds

COME ON RAILWAY!!
	Railway 1 v Hermes 0-2 Mon April 4th    By Cecelia Joyce              


This was the first time Railway lost a Leinster League match this season, and with it, we lost the league.  It was a tough fixture, we were not at our best, and it was Hermes who set the tone of the match. It was an end to end game and while both teams had chances, Hermes were more clinical in both circles. Railway just couldn't seem to find the right touch at crucial times. For the first goal, Christine Quinlan managed to get a 60 metre pass to a roving forward and a good approach and clinical stickwork did for Railways' defence. Railway did manage a bit of a fight back and Zara Delaney found the side board twice and Cecelia Joyce managed to find a foot to get a short corner, which was well defended. Sinead Dooley, despite a fractured wrist, was dangerous and had a few good runs but we couldn't get anyone on the end of several good cross pitch passes from Isobel Joyce and Jeamie Deacon.  Grace O'Flanagan kept us in it with an excellent diving save to deny the dangerous Deirdre Duke. Meanwhile, an epic battle was taking place in midfield between Jenny Burke and Kate Dillon; some good tackles and some not so good ones led to a card each for the two. Railway upped the intensity in the second half but Hermes once again dampened Railway spirits with a well taken counter attack cutting right through the heart of the defence, through the top of the circle, switched and finally finding Jenny Burke on the back post.  Despite Railway throwing everything forward, we could not manage to get the crucial goal to get us back into the game and all that was left was to congratulate Hermes who took their chance this year to knock us off our perch of the last two years as Leinster League champions. All is still to play for when we meet them in the semis of the IHL in Lisnagarvey and of course, we plan on getting back on top next year in the Leinster League.

	Railway 3 


No Match
	Railway 4 v Loreto 1-1                By Sarena Bouchier-Hayes


Out we went for our last league match and our last match before the big cup final. Spirits were high with the thoughts of a fun dinner ahead of us too!  Loreto started with a bang as, no more than 30 seconds into the game, scored the opener….not the start we were hoping for but still spirits remained high.  With some wild stick action from Loreto’s number 10 tempers started to flare.  In the second half we had some good string of passes and we were beginning to put the pressure on.  After some great running and team work in the forward line we managed to get a goal in just before the game was blown up.  Bring on the final next weekend…. (. Thanks to all the players who played with us on Saturday especially after playing games earlier that day and also thanks to Jenny and Linda for umpiring! 
LEINSTER CUP DIV 7/8 FINAL
The 4ths are aiming to retain their title on Sunday 10th April at 1.30pm on the back pitch at Three Rock.  So hoarse or not from cheering the 2nds on Saturday, all support will be appreciated on the day by the 4ths!

COME ON RAILWAY!!
	Railway 5 v Guinness 7-0                          By Emma Curran
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We were in a happy place for our final match of the season – no pressure to avoid relegation (or aim for promotion) – so our only plan was to try to score two more than them to get us into positive goal difference for the year.  And we love it when a plan comes together! Within 5 minutes Julianne put us into the lead from a short-corner breakdown, with a lovely reverse stick play past the keeper.  We played some lovely hockey, with great passing of the ball, good defensive work and attacking runs and excellent team work – basically what David has been trying to drill into us since the start of the season.  The goals kept coming with Jenny (although oh so nearly Carly), Emmagh (totally calm and controlled before deciding to flick past the keeper), Steph (fantastic as always) and Ruth-Ann (wasted in defence with those attacking skills) all adding their names to the score sheet before half time.We kept the pressure on in the 2nd half, and were duly rewarded with another goal from Jenny, who was brilliantly placed for the cross.  Five minutes to go and Emma C, yet another defender who got to play up front as a last game treat, finished the scoring for Railway with a determined goal!  So the 5ths season came to an end, with a respectable 4th place finish and a +6 goal difference.   And with such goal scoring from the defence, we’ll be playing Rochie as centre-forward next season – so watch this space for onwards and upwards results when we come back!
	Railway 6 v Botanic 2-3                       By Carina Davidson


6ths arrived very (very!) early on Saturday to face Botanic. This team had previously beaten us 1-0 in a closely fought match, ‘the one where Sinéad got a black eye’. Ellen remarked in our warm up that she only had two matches left to get her annual goal! As the heat took its toll, we were glad of all our drizzly Monday sessions with Fitness Ian, however Botanic were 2 up by the break – one was in fairness, a lovely goal. A quick re-group with Emma at half time and we were ready to go. We settled down in the second half, getting to grips with the dominant marking tactics of our opposition (Lucy aptly coined the phrase ‘rugby-hockey’ at dinner later that evening!). Jane’s loping runs across the top of our circle kept Botanic at bay, Naomi was consistent in hampering their attacks and was duly awarded player of the match. A break saw the ball in the Botanic circle and Ellen deflected in for her customary goal of the season! Less than five minutes to go and we were still playing our best hockey. Poor Gill and Emma on the sidelines were almost hoarse. Jane used a short corner to its full advantage and scored our second, well deserved goal. Unfortunately, Botanic got a lucky break and we frantically chased them back down the pitch but to no avail. Jenny McDonnell scored the visitors third and winning goal. If the name sounds familiar that’s because Jenny played for the 6ths last season! Our only consolation is that her skills were learnt with us before she crossed the river to Botanic. A disappointing result given the standard of our hockey in the second half. Emma summed it up perfectly at the end ‘a draw would’ve been a fair result’. Thanks to Emma and Gill for the coaching and cheering and also to Dave for umpiring.
	Upcoming Fixtures


NOTE: CHANGE IN MATCH TIME FOR 4THS CUP FINAL.
Saturday 9th April:
1sts V Loreto (A) TBC
2nds V Lisnagarvey (A) 1.15pm - IJC FINAL in UCD
3rds V Alex (A) 11.30am
4ths - No Game
5ths - No Game
6ths V Newbridge (A) 10.00am St. Mary's Naas 
Sunday 10th April:
2nds V Loreto (A) 11.30am
4ths V Monkstown (A) 1.30PM - Div 7/8 CUP FINAL in Three Rock Rovers
	Top Goal Scorer and Top Goalie Clean Sheets

	Scorer
	
	Goalie
	

	Sinead Dooley
	27
	Grace O’Flanagan
	12

	Alex Speers
	13
	Nicola Walsh
	8

	Kate Lloyd
	12
	Helen Roche
	8

	Jamie Deacon
	11
	Melissa Katz
	6

	Kate Dillon
	11
	Rachel Barnett
	4

	Jean McDonnell
	11
	Niamh Conroy
	3

	Maeve Reidy
	11
	Nikki Wan
	3

	Nikki Evans
	9
	Roisin Walsh
	2

	Cecelia Joyce
	9
	Blaithin Colgan
	1

	Louise O’Dwyer
	8
	Jane Coyne
	1

	Caroline Fitzgerald
	7
	Jane Dalton
	1

	Caitlin Friel
	7
	
	


	Lost and Found


LOST: Grays stick with a pink grip the week before last. I reckon I left it at the pitch on the Saturday. Please contact Emma Delany emma.delany@ucb.com
FOUND: Red Malik hockey stick, Malik in white writing with a black grip. It was on the grass outside the pitch last Monday after training. Contact Aoife McCarthy [honsecrulhc@gmail.com]

	Railway News


Bar refit project
This project will take approximately two weeks to complete, beginning at 7pm on Sunday March 27th with the removal of bar flooring and fixed furniture. It is expected that new bar furniture will be delivered on Friday April 8th and that the new facility will be open as usual from Saturday April 9th.
 
**********        ***********
        ***********         ***********
YOUR CLUB NEEDS YOU!!!

Big matches soon - all support greatly appreciated!
Saturday 9th April @ UCD stadium, 1.15pm: 2nds Irish Junior Cup Final vs. Lisnagarvey

Saturday 9th April: 3rds in Division 4 league decider game vs Alex at 11.30am
Sunday 10th April @Three Rock Rovers, 1.30pm: 4ths Division 7/8 Final vs. Monkstown

Friday 22nd-Monday 25th April: 1sts in EuroHockey Club Championship Trophy. See  

www.railwayunionhc.com/eurohockey for more details and match times
Saturday 30th April: 1sts IHL Semi Final vs. Hermes
	Dates for the Diary


6ths Fundraiser - €400 raised!
Thanks to all who came down to support the BBQ!  It went really well, plenty of colts were well-fed on the day and the tuck shop with homemade cookies went down a treat! The date for the raffle will be confirmed soon - prizes include: Dinner for two in Donnybrook Fair; lots of wine and various other bits and pieces. Thanks to all who helped out and to anyone who supplied a raffle prize.

**********        ***********
        ***********         ***********

Railway Union Ladies Hockey Club AGM
The RULHC AGM will be held on 12/04/2011 @ 8pm. There will also be a wine reception from 6.45pm to celebrate the recent success of European Indoor team.

**********        ***********
        ***********         ***********

Ladies Dinner took place on Saturday night last – a great night was had by all (apparently….some memories are foggier than others I believe!!).

Well done to Sinead Walsh and the social reps for ensuring an enjoyable night.

Watch this space next week for photo evidence from the night, less match reports = more photos so keep an eye out for yourself!!
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