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	Railway 1                                               By Helen Johnston


Railway 1 0 Alex 0 

Railway faced into a double league week-end without the services of their coach Mick McKinnon who had succumbed to a bug, and their 5 Irish players who were on a CPP rest weekend.  Una McCarthy, the stalwart Railway coach and Irish U16 coach (and supplier of ball patrollers) very ably stepped into the breach and the squad, showing strength in depth, provided opportunities for the 'young pretenders' to demonstrate their mettle.  The match against Alex in Milltown was a dour affair as Alex set up very defensively.  That there was only 2 corners in the match (both to Railway) shows that the game was mainly played between the 25s.  Alex had few attacks and Railway GK Grace O'Flanagan did not touch the ball.  Alex soaked up wave after wave of Railway attack but we were unable to break through - Kate Lloyd and Kate Dillon going close on occasions.  Final Result: 0-0.  Player of the match - Sinead Walsh. 

Railway 2 Hermes 2

This fixture on home turf on Sunday afternoon had all the hallmarks of an epic encounter.  Despite missing 10 internationals (5 from each team) both teams produced fast, skilful hockey.  Hermes were first out of the blocks Eimear Horan finding a way past the Railway keeper after 13minutes.  With srtong attacking play Railway replied 7 minutes later when a strong run down the left by Sinead Dooley was finished off on the rebound by Trish Tickle O'Dwyer.  With 2 corners each in the first half Railway made their second corner count on the whistle when Isobel Joyce finished off a slick corner routine.  Railway stuck to their task in the second half Kate Lloyd crashing narrowly wide, but half way through Sinead Connery evened the score for Hermes, the game finishing 2-2.  Player of the match - Sinead Dooley.
	Railway 2 v Our Lady’s 2 – 0                       By Caitlin Friel


After a deflating defeat against TRR the previous Saturday, we knew we had to go out all guns blazing for the game against Our Ladys. The game kicked off at 12.30 in the “CAGE” and straight away we knew that we would have a battle on our hands. After some great play from the defence to the forwards, Caoilfhionn crashed a ball into the circle. Luck was on our side as the ball bounced back from the rear post and after a scuffle with the goalkeeper and a defender the ball was eventually put over the line by Caitlin. The second half continued much the same as the first half. Some hard work and determination saw Railway break free again. With a great pick up and a super shot, Louise O ‘Dwyer found the back of the net to put Railway 2-0 up. The game was far from over and with some great defensive work and super saves from Rachel, Railway managed to hold onto the win. Big congratulations to the girls who made their debut for Railway and thanks to those who stayed to play with us after the game earlier that morning. All in all, great team spirit and a win to boost our confidence.
	Railway 3 v Glenanne 2 – 0                       By Nikita Telford


A bright and early start saw the arrival of Glenanne to Park Avenue. We started off the game well and were awarded a stroke, as one of the Glenanne players stopped a definite goal with her foot. Louise McDermott came up from the backs to slot in the stroke bottom left. As half time came we were still 1-0 and playing well. But we knew we would have to score in the second half. So Caroline Fitzgerald took it upon herself to make a break with the ball and leave herself one on one with the goalie. She shot and the goalie had no chance of saving it. This left Glenanne with no chance of coming back. Final score was Railway 2 Glenanne 0 and a well earned clean sheet from Nicola Walsh. Players of the match Louise McDermott and Lydia Moore.
	Railway 4 v Tullamore 0 – 0             By: Stephanie Gowen


Our earliest match of the season so far, we knew we had a tough job ahead of us against Tullamore - currently top of the league. From the whistle, Railway's defensive line was strong, and made it very difficult for Tullamore to get any balls into our circle. A short corner was won in the first half but Tullamore cleared out our attempts at goal. The first half saw strong play from midfield through to the forwards, where Laura scored a cracking goal which unfortunately was disallowed! Devastated! When the whistle blew for half time, we knew we would have to approach the second half stronger, hungrier for the ball and to ignore some feisty Tullamore players! In the second half, we definitely dominated the game, with some scrappy but nonetheless eager attempts at goal. It was one of those games that wasn't to be and the end result saw a 0-0 draw. Sambos and refreshments were served after the match which brightened up an otherwise dull morning! Many thanks to Rochie who had a great game in goals and blocked any goal attempts that Tullamore had!
	Railway 5 v Swords 1 – 1                         By: Emma Curran 


We headed out nice an early towards the airport on Saturday, but unfortunately it wasn't a flight to a sunny destination awaiting us, rather 2nd placed Swords meeting us halfway between our home ground and theirs.
We got off to a good start in the first half, with some lovely passing and moving of the ball. We were the team in control. Mid way through the 1st half we took the lead when Jonty slotted home a pass from Maeve Reidy that came after some great play from the forwards. Unfortunately Swords came back at us and managed to equalise not long after.
The 2nd half wasn't as pretty, but we were still the stronger team. We had a few more great chances but their keeper pulled off some excellent saves. The pressure mounted for us in the last few minutes, but we managed to hold firm so the game finished 1-1. Thanks to Emma D for coming out to run our line and for Jonty and Meadhbh McP for helping us with numbers. Gals of the Game...Maeve Reidy and Meadhbh McP.
	Railway 6 v  Loreto 1 – 2                          By Gillian Moore


Railway 6ths arrived fresh from a lie-in to play Loreto Beaufort, bar Niamh and Meadhbh who were on their second match of the day having played for the 5ths earlier. Niamh was a welcome addition back in goal, clearing a number of shots effortlessly. Loreto dominated possession in the first half but scrappy play from both sides frustrated players and supporters alike.  Railway supporters on the sideline were very vocal in looking after our interests by querying the Loreto umpire on occasion! Despite a lack of possession from Railway and Ellen’s best attempts to floor the opposition, it took Loreto four penalty corner attempts to score bringing them one up at half time. An energised 6ths came back after the break raring to go and immediately the work rate was markedly improved. Great defence kept play firmly in midfield where the ever-present Meadhbh kept the opposition on the run. Nobody could’ve guessed Naomi was recovering from her birthday celebrations with the way she cleared everything that came her way.  Sinéad and Aileen made short work of ‘that’ Loreto defender to get the ball in the circle with a couple of on-target shots unfortunately cleared by the goalie. Despite Railway applying the pressure, it was Loreto with more luck in the circle to go 2-0 up. Railway were then awarded numerous long corners and were finally rewarded with a goal when Sadhbh tapped the ball through the goalie’s feet. The score was 2-1, proving Emma and Anna right when they say style isn’t a necessity as long as it goes in! The remainder of the match saw Railway in possession for the most part with a couple of shots at goal put wide. An unfortunate loss but with a second half to be proud of.

	Top Goal Scorer and Top Goalie


Scorer:
	Name
	Total Goals

	Sinead 
	Dooley
	7

	Julia
	O'Halloran
	6

	Kate 
	Dillon
	4

	Kate 
	Lloyd
	4

	Jean
	McDonnell
	4

	Louise
	O'Dwyer
	4

	Emma
	Smyth
	4

	Nikki 
	Evans
	3

	Alex 
	Speers
	3


Goalie:

	Name
	
	Clean Sheets

	Helen
	Roche
	4

	Nikki
	Wan
	2

	Niamh
	Conroy
	1

	Grace
	O'Flanagan
	1


	Upcoming Fixtures


	Saturday 27th November
	
	
	

	1s
	Glenanne
	A
	3pm

	2s
	Loreto
	H 
	3.30pm

	3s
	Swords 
	A
	4.30pm

	4s
	Phoenix Park
	H
	9.30am

	5s
	Diocesan
	A
	12.30pm

	6s
	Hermes
	A
	2.45pm


	Dates for the Diaries


A Bring and Buy Cake Sale & Coffee Morning will be held on Sunday 5th December from 10.30am-1pm in the clubhouse. All delicious donations welcome!
***********
Local Lotto
It could be YOU!!! Click here to get your ticket now: https://www.locallotto.ie/play.asp?LL_ID=431&K=SW&CLB=1&LGP. Make sure to choose Ladies Hockey as the participating club. We receive a massive 50% of funds from any tickets purchased for us. So you could win the lotto and support the club at the same time!! Sign up today!!

***********
Railway Christmas Party!!!!
Get the festive season off to a flying start - Railway’s Christmas Party will take place on Saturday 11th December from 8pm onwards.  There will be free mulled wine and a chance to visit Santa!! 

	Lost or Found                        


FOUND

Found in Railway Car park on Saturday morning - a pair of grey Adidas astro boots - small size, they were over near the green sheds - it may be someone from the 3xi or Glenanne who they were playing – Please contact Linda Ingram
	Railway News                        


SECURITY NOTICE:

Please can all members close the pitch and fence gate behind them when they leave the pitch (to prevent non-members / animals entering and using it for non-sports purposes!)

***********

Irish U18 Trialists!!

Well done to the following Railway players on their selection for Irish Trials: Rachel Barnett, Kate Lloyd, Orla Macken, Jenny Maguire, Lisa McCarthy

***********
New T-Shirt Sets for Training
Available now – set of two branded training shirts (one navy, one white) for €20.

Available from AnneMarie Delaney at training sessions.
***********

Wanted!! - Managers for 2nds, 4ths, 5ths and 6ths for the coming season. 
If you would like to get involved or are in any way interested please contact (caroline_fitzgerald@hotmail.com / 086 3057525) to find out some more about it.
	Railway Social


The Clubhouse Bar opening times are as follows:
Monday: 
Clubhouse 7.30.pm. Bar 9.30.pm - 10.30pm.
Tuesday: 
Bar 7.30pm to 10.30pm
Wednesday: 
Bar 7.30pm to 10.30pm 
Thursday: 
Clubhouse 7.30.pm. Bar 9.30.pm - 10.30pm.
Friday: 

Closed except for functions.
Saturday: 
Bar 3.00.pm to 11.30pm.
Sunday: 
Bar 3.00pm to 10.30pm.
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