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	Railway 1   Indoor Championships           By: Helen Johnston      
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Railway relinquished their national indoor title at the week-end, losing out when Armagh scored the winning goal on the final hooter after a close fought match.  Railway won their pool on Saturday beating Glenanne 3-2 in a tight match at 9.00am.  Coming twice from behind through goals from Holly Jenkinson and Kate Dillon, Cecelia Joyce put Railway ahead in what turned out to be the winning goal.  Next up was Trinity at 10.15 where Railway built a 2 goal lead through Cecelia Joyce and Kate Dillon.  However, Trinity narrowed the lead to one and it wasn't until the last quarter that Kate Dillon put the game beyond doubt with 2 trade mark flicks from penalty corners.  Railway returned to the National Basketball Arena on Sunday morning to face Galway in the semi-final.  Railway raced into a four goal lead through Kate Dillon (2) and Cecelia Joyce, with Lisa McCarthy adding a stylish 4th goal finishing off a fine passing move with a high flick.  Galway rallied and got 2 goals in the last 5 minutes.  So to another final, with the stands bedecked in green and yellow, and the team cheered on thanks to our stalwart supporters.  The final itself was a low scoring affair - Armagh scoring their first corner in the first minute and Railway looking for the equaliser for most of the remainder of the game.  Their goalkeeper was proving hard to beat, saving a stroke from Kate Dillon.  Kate McKenna got the important equalising goal half way though the second half, following good work by Isobel Joyce and Holly Jenkinson.  Just when it looked like extra time was on the cards, Armagh won a corner from which they scored and with it took the trophy.  Notable performances from GK Grace O'Flanagan who got her best work-out all season and Holly Jenkinson who took a battering in defence but was also central to the Railway attack.  Thanks are due to coach Kenny Carroll, who not only guided the girls to the final, but also played for the Railway men's team who won their group but were narrowly beaten in the semi-finals by eventual winners Three Rock Rovers.  We wish Kenny and the girls all the best in the European Indoor Club Challenge tournament in Bratislava.  Pictures of the girls in action - in their new gear - are available on the Hook website, courtesy of Tristan.  The indoor squad would like to thank everyone who supported their fundraising quiz on Friday night - it was a great success with 27 teams taking and some great prizes won!

	Railway 2 v  Three Rock 2-0                      By: Mary Doorly et al


After losing to TRR’s at the start of the season, we knew we had a battle on our hands for this game. We set the tempo from the start with Lloydie scoring in the opening minutes. We kept up the pressure but some great goalkeeping from TRR’s kept us out. Even in the second half, the TRR defenders never let up. At last, we converted one of our many short corners, with a slip left to Jeamie. The railway defenders performed brilliantly, especially Doorly with her left wing runs. A few more chances kept the game interesting, with a final score of 2-0. Good game by all, and a special welcome to Jayne who played her first game for Railway.
	Railway 3 v Diocesan  1-1                                         By Ros Lynch


The first 10 mins were spent defending in the left corner of the pitch - Diocesan had mastered the right wing press and we were under siege. Cool defending by Sarah Walsh and Louise McDermott absorbing immense pressure allowed us to get back into the game. When we broke from defence our forward line retained the ball and worked very hard to press. Caroline Fitz ran her socks off linking up with Aoife and some of our best moves were in this phase of the game. Our goal came when Caroline won us a short corner and Louise McDermott pounced on a miscued loose ball to give us the lead. We applied the pressure for the reminder of the 1st half but we could not convert into another goal. Diocesan equalised in the second half and piled on the pressure, a nervy Railway hung on for the draw. Joanna Crowley earned herself player of the match for her gutsy defending, snipping at her opposite number the entire game, who probably wished she'd gone to the Rugby! Sarah Hawkshaw made her debut for the 3rds and made an instant impact. Thanks to the hardy supporters who braved the elements to stay out and support it really does make a difference. 
	Railway 4 v Malahide  5-0                              By Sarah McErlean


It was a beautiful morning last Saturday for the 4th's game against Brona's old club - Malahide. We had a nice early start with the pitch to ourselves for the warm up. We had a great panel of players with plenty of subs and were feeling confident after beating Pembroke the week before! With the challenge of scoring 3 goals in a match guaranteeing you a starting place in our semi-final cup match the pressure was on! We played some great hockey in the first half getting two goals - one from a short corner which Brona slammed in and the other from our superstar Maeve. With the Malahide coach shouting "red to red" throughout most of the 2nd half we managed to have lots of "yellow to yellow" and put away another 3 goals! 2 from Maeve - making a certain J.Coyne very jealous and one from Cliona - our other child wonder! Final score was a whopping 5-0. Keep up the winning streak girls and ROLL ON the semi-final! 

	Railway 5 v Avoca 1-3                   By Stephanie Gowen


The sun was shining as we faced our second encounter against Avoca. Having lost against them at the start of the season, we were out to prove that we were now stronger, fitter and more prepared! After an early goal from Avoca, Ruth-Anne equalised with a cracking goal from one of our much practiced short corners. The second half was mostly a defensive game, with a goal by Steph that was scored just as the whistle was being blown for what looked like an obstruction. It was not meant to be! It was a fantastic high paced game of hockey with the defensive line and most notably Nikki (and her amazing saves) showing Avoca that they weren’t go to win this game easily. We certainly put up a fight but it was not to be. A great team effort though! 
	Railway 6 v Muckross   2-1                  By: Sarah-Jane Walsh


The sun was shining on the Sixths as they arrived for their match against Muckross on Saturday. Some great play saw Maura score only minutes into the game. Both teams fought hard and Muckross were rewarded with a goal, thankfully Niamh stopped any more from going in. The sixths started into the second half determined to get another win and almost immediately Aileen scored the second Railway goal. The sixths held onto this lead until the end. 
	Upcoming Fixtures


Thursday 17th February

2nd XI v Hermes (A) @ TBC (most likely 8.30pm)

Saturday 19th February

1st XI v Glenanne (H) @ 1.15pm

2nd XI v Our Lady's (A) @ 1.00pm

3rd XI v Botanic (A) @ 1.15pm

4th XI v UCD (H) @ 10.00am

5th XI v Pembroke (A) @ 9.30am

6th XI v Dalkey (A) @ TBC

Sunday 20th February

4th XI v Monkstown (H) @ 2pm

Monday 21st February

1st XI v Loreto (H) @ 8.15pm

	Top Goal Scorer and Top Goalie Clean Sheets

	Scorer
	
	Goalie
	

	Sinead Dooley
	13
	Grace O’Flanagan
	9

	Jean McDonnell
	10
	Helen Roche
	6

	Alex Speers
	10
	Rachel Barnett
	3

	Maeve Reidy
	8
	Nicola Walsh
	3

	Kate Dillon
	7
	Nikki Wan
	3

	Caroline Fitzgerald
	7
	Niamh Conroy
	2

	Kate Lloyd
	7
	Melissa Katz
	2

	Nikki Evans
	6
	
	

	Julia O’Halloran
	6
	
	

	Jane Coyne
	5
	
	

	Cecelia Joyce
	5
	
	

	Louise O’Dwyer
	5
	
	

	Emma Smyth
	5
	
	

	Railway News                        


Lost and Found
A grey hockey stick found at the pitch on Saturday 12th Feb. Contact caroline_fitzgerald@hotmail.com 086 3057525 if it belongs to you.
Goalie Wanted!!

The Vets are looking for a goalie:
· Matches are played every second Friday evening in Railway. 
· No previous experience required! 
· Must be over 35!

All those who are interested please contact Fiona McGarry at 0862517819 or puffinproductions@gmail.com
***********
       ***********
             ***********

Eurohockey!
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Opponents

MSC Sumchanka (UKR)
Royal Wellington (BEL)

HF Libertas San Saba (TA)
Playoffs/Finals

Date

Fri 22nd April
Sat 23rd April
Sun 24th April
Mon 25th April

Time
15.00
15.00
15.00
TBC

TRom. wome




***********
       ***********
             ***********

Table Quiz – Clubhouse Friday 11th February
“Quiz Team Winners”
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“2nd Place Chocoholics”
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“Packed Clubhouse”
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“Valentines Hamper Winners”
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